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Plant-women, Senses

and Ecological

Considerations:

Rethinking Ritual . Social Compass 68(4):
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Plants and their 529-547.

Taboos among the
Pangcah of Taiwan
(1920-2020).

Anthropologists have made strides in theorizing non-human subjectivity

in cosmologies but, emphasizing animals, they underestimate the
importance of botanical beings. Pangcah rituals and taboos cannot be
separated from plants. Through ritual action, they divide plants into three
categories: the first is cereals that have deities and soul, which are the
center of animistic and shamanic rituals. These spirits will stick to people
MR (like the substance of cereals) asking for food or aggressively make
i people ill. The second type is leaf vegetables forbidden to eat before and
during rituals. They are regarded as unmarried females and have sexual
connotations. The third includes ‘enveloped’ plants (beans and bamboo
shoots) that are eaten only during rituals. From the important position of
plants in the Pangcah lifeway and cosmology, this article explores the
Pangcah ontology and analyzes the mediating role of sensory experience

played in the people—plants—spirits encounter.
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